
The Primacy of Prayer 3 
“The Prayer Shift” 

James 5:13-18 
 
 

 

Purpose of prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Practice of prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Power of prayer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     Questions to Ponder                                                                                  
               
What are you praying for? 
- When have you prayed, and God answered in a clear and 

obvious way? 
- When have you prayed, and waited for God’s answer? 

 
 
What caught your attention from our scripture passages today? 

- Give some thought to why you are drawn to this. 
- What might God be saying to you? 

 
 
 
What did James say about the connection between confession of 
sin and healing? 

- Who do you trust enough to confession sin to? 
- If you don’t have this person in your life, begin asking God 

for them. 
 
 
In terms of what James is telling us concerning prayer, where are 
you on the transition curve? 

- Denial – Resistance – Exploration - Commitment 
 
In what ways are you practicing prayer? 

- What might be the next step in faith praying as James 
describes it? 

 
 
Spend some quiet time reflecting on these two scriptures:  
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and 
the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives;  
the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will 
be opened.  Matthew 7:7-8   
 
“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 
ask anything according to his will, he hears us.” 15 And if we 
know that he hears us — whatever we ask — we know that we 
have what we asked of him. 1 John 5:14-15    
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