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Growing Followers  

of Jesus who love God,       

  love People  

and serve the World 

 

Senior Pastor   Dr. Tom Pipkin 

Assoc. Pastor                Rev. Tim Vance 

Children’s Ministry     Dawn Pipkin  

Treasurer                            Paul Snedecor 

Financial Secretary        Sue Kenyon-Hinatsu 

Church Secretary             Sheri Magill 

 

Sunday Worship:  9:00am & 10:30am 

Fellowship Times: 
8:30-9am &10:00-10:30am 

 

Community Groups throughout  

the week-childcare for  

Community Groups provided on 

Wednesdays: 6pm-8pm 
 

Office Hours ~ Mon-Thurs  9am-4pm 

Friday ~ 9am to 1pm 

   Gateway Presbyterian Church 

 1111 Dry Hollow Road 

The Dalles OR 97058 

Phone: 541-298-8531 

 Fax:   541-298-4298  

 

Sign-up online for your copy of      

The Open Gate Online!  

www.gatewaypc.org 

Or  

email: office@gatewaypc.org 
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The Deacons are so grateful to all of those who donated food to the 

“Bags of Hope & Love” and  the “Tree of Love” this holiday season. Due 

to your generous gifts, 19 families received food boxes and 34 children 

received Christmas Gifts! Also, 90 bags of groceries were donated to 

the Food Cupboard and it’s full! 

For your information, during the 2015 year, the church office handed 

out 123 bags of groceries to those in need. In 2014, only 109 bags were 

given. Also, for the Operation Christmas Child, there were 92 boxes 

provided and on a 2 weeks notice! Well done, Gateway!! 

The 2015 Gateway Christmas Fair and Children’s Nativity were both wonderful ways to celebrate 

Jesus’s birth! We are so very thankful to everyone who helped to make them both happen. This 

includes all you parents who get your kids to Sunday School each week and to special events– you 

are building fond memories and pointing them towards the greatest gift you could ever give them– 

God in their life. 

Thank You Everyone! 



 

The Worship Ministry Team: Dale Rollins, Rick Cowart, Mark Kendrick, Beth Smith and Marilyn Gladwell. 
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The Wrath of God 
Rev. Tim Vance 

There are many things I could write 
about for my last article.  I could write 
about being thankful to all of you for 
your kindness and generosity over the 
six and a half years that we have been 
here.  I could write about God’s 
faithfulness through times of both 
challenge and celebration here at 
Gateway.    I could write about the 
many exciting ways that we have 
grown as followers of Jesus, by loving 
God, loving people and serving the 
world.  I could emphasize how 
essential it is to join a community 
group as we seek to grow in our faith, 
connect with and care for one another, 
and serve our community.   

But instead, I think I’ll take the easy 
way out and talk about the wrath of 
God.  Sound fun?  How would you 
describe wrath?  Anger, condemnation, 
judgment, punishment, violence?  How 
about sacrificial love?  How about 
kindness?  How about God pursuing us 
with love and grace to the very end?   

Let me suggest, that the wrath of God 
is nothing like what most of us assume 
and expect… unless of course we 
expect that the way of Jesus turns our 
world upside down.   

It is true that God is holy!  It is true 
that God hates sin (because it is 
destructive to us and creation, not 
because sin is somehow God’s 
kryptonite).  It is true that God in 
Jesus has done something about sin.  
In fact the good news is that Jesus has 
conquered sin and death!  But how?  

At the heart of this question of God’s 
wrath is how does God in Jesus 
ultimately deal with sin and death?  
The answer quite simply is sacrificial 

love.  Instead of calling an army of 
angels to rescue himself from the cross 
and destroy the enemy, Jesus gives his 
life away for the world and he forgives 
those who are responsible for killing 
him.    As Paul puts it, leaving room for 
the wrath of God means treating your 
enemy with kindness and grace so that 
evil will be overcome by good (Romans 
12).  

John 3:19 describes “the judgment,” 
not as a fist coming down from heaven 
to crush the sinner, but as light coming 
into the world.  And that light is 
experienced either as a beautiful, 
saving, transforming grace, or it’s 
experienced as judgment by all of us 
who prefer the darkness.    

I know, I know, we Americans love it 
when the bad guys get what they 
deserve.  So what about the justice of 
God?  What about an eye for an eye?  
Well first of all our sin does a pretty 
good job of being self-destructive.  But 
second, isn’t God even more justice, by 
dealing with sin and death without 
have to resort to the ways of sin and 
death?  In Jesus, the wrath of God is 
redefined as a transforming grace.   

If we want to create God in our own 
angry and violent image we can 
certainly find such a god by picking out 
certain Bible verses or stories.  But the 
good news that the church needs to 
reclaim is that Jesus is the perfect 
imprint of God’s very being (Hebrews 
1:3).  God is like Jesus… God has 
always been like Jesus… there has 
never been a time when God was not 
like Jesus!  

Thanksgiving 2015 is behind us now, but 

we still reflect upon the blessings we 

received in worship.   

Your Worship Ministry team is especially 

grateful for the many in our congregation 

who led us in Prayers of the People, served 

Communion, ushered, presented beautiful 

music with Praise Teams, piano & organ; 

special solos and instrumental groups.  

These are the people you see up front.  

Others serve in preparing the Communion 

elements; maintaining the banners, 

communion table covers and candles 

according to seasonal Liturgical Colors of 

the Church. 

In the back of the Sanctuary we have 

dedicated folks who run the soundboard 

and PowerPoint displays.  There is ongoing 

maintenance of audio/visual equipment & 

website. 

We appreciate all of you who shared your 

gifts in service, enriching our Worship 

experience. A big Thank You also to our 

Pastors Dr. Tom Pipkin and Rev. Tim Vance, 

who provided guidance as well as each 

week’s message. 

A goal for 2015 was to involve more of the 

Gateway family in worship with families 

serving together as ushers.  We’ll continue 

this usher format in 2016.   First service 

Head ushers Del Cesar & Steve Adkison 

recently retired after over 40 years of 

service.  Thank you both for such faithful 

service! 

With the beginning of Advent on 

November 29, we discontinued the 

Worship Associate program to allow time 

for more variety in elements of the service.  

Again, thanks so much to all the awesome 

Worship Associates of 2015!  In 2016 we’ll 

add personal testimonies and reflections of 

faith with more prayers by our pastors. 

Gateway will be the primary host of the 

third Community Worship Service in July.  

Dick LaFever has organized this event the 

past two years.  In 2016 the Worship Team 

will manage with Dick as consultant. 

Our Music Ministry plans to improve the 

sound system  starting with the 

soundboard.                                                        

This summarizes the Worship Ministry 

work of 2015 with our plans for 2016. 
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 January 1st | Church office closed 

 January 17th | 10:30am | One Worship 
Service 

 January 17th | Noon | Annual 
Congregational Meeting & Vance 
Farewell 

 January 24th | Noon | Covenant Partner 
Class 

 January 26th | 5:30pm | Middle School 
Taco Tuesday 

 February 6th | Wedding Reception for 
Andrew & Beka Riese 

8 

Ministry Responsibilities 
• Manage the upkeep of buildings, 

grounds, and equipment 
• Provide adequate janitorial services 
• Supervise the use of church facilities to 

achieve appropriate and beneficial 
usage 

 Plan and direct the development of 
church facilities to meet the needs of 
the church and community 
organizations 

 Upgrade the facility as needed 
        

 
Workgroup Membership 
Barbara Haren—Elder 2015   
Fred Wendt--Elder 2015 
John Fulton, Sonny Buyze, Bob Canavan, 
Dave Cornell and many dedicated-hard-
working volunteers! 
 
BIG EVENTS OF 2015  
 Installed a retaining wall between the two 

buildings.  The ivy has been replaced with 
boxed flowers. 

 New sliding door in the gym 
 Completion of the sanctuary lights project   

 
Workgroup Highlights 

 Interior projects:  Stain removal of all 
pew chairs and blue chairs, repaired 
ventilation in main building, new 

shades in the Children’s Wing, and 
minor repair requests completed. 

 Exterior projects:  Planted flowers 
around the church property, installed 
handrails on the 11th street side, added 
playground lights.  A “work in 
progress” on the water sprinkler 
system. 

• Thank you to the lawn-mowing crew 
for having our landscape in tip-top 
shape each week.  This team includes:  
Dale Rollins, Bob Canavan, Walt 
Notter, Kelly Steward, Jack Hay, John 
Byers, and Paul Karp.  A new riding 
lawn mower is available 

 
Future Goals 
Our 2016 goal is to complete short-term 
projects as needed in our church facility and 
maintain our facility.  This goal will require 
the dedication of Gateway volunteers.  If you 
are interested in helping with the  Buildings & 
Grounds Workgroup on any type of building 
maintenance, (outdoor or indoor), please 
contact one of the Workgroup members. 
 
Our loving thanks to the workgroup members, 
church staff, and congregation who have 
helped and counseled Fred and Barbara as 
your Session Elders.  We pray to God for 
continued guidance and direction as our 
Workgroup works in 2016 to continue the 
further development of our facility. 

Submitted by: Barbara Haren & Fred Wendt 
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Let’s get to know our missionaries. 

A 15 year old dream is starting to 
become a reality… 

and you can help! 

Many young people have been 
blessed by missionaries  

JOE & TARA MARTIN’s ACTS 
programs (Acclaiming Christ Through 
Sports) here in The Dalles.  ACTS and 
their volunteers provide an After 
School Program here at Gateway that 
includes snacks, help with homework, 
and activities that show children that 
Jesus loves them.  Following Jesus is 
presented in all ACTS programs, 
including sports, leadership training, 
mission trips, and summer special 
events.  But this is not enough for Joe 
Martin.  He knows that the youth of 
The Dalles need more! 

God has provided more!  A two and a 
half acre parcel on the west side of 
town has been donated to ACTS along 
with a $160,000 endowment for the 
purpose of building a Youth Center.  

(Dreams can come true—and prayers 
are answered!)  With this package’s 
value, the door is open to serve as a 
local match for grants!   

Just what is proposed for the three-
story building which would be built in 
four phases?  When all phases are 
complete, it would have two gyms, two 
soccer fields, a climbing wall, exercise 
equipment, indoor track, classrooms, 
and mini golf.  It would have space for 
programs such as music, art, robotics, 
counseling offices, retail space, main 
kitchen, an auditorium, and a 
commons area.   

Joe wants the Center to keep kids 
busy in good activities, boost 
academic scores, give youth positive 
attention from caring adults, and be an 
economic boost to The Dalles.  It is for 
all youth, and for many, a home away 
from home.  

Please call ACTS at 541-298-4277 
with questions or donations of your 
time or money.  Please pray for all 
ACTS programs! 

 



 

 

There is a time for everything, and a season 

for every activity under heaven:  a time to be 

born and a time to die, a time to plant and a 

time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to 

heal, a time to tear down and a time to 

build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a 

time to mourn and a time to dance, a time to 

scatter stones and a time to gather them, a 

time to embrace and a time to refrain, a 

time to search and a time to give up, a time 

to keep and a time to throw away, a time to 

tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent 

and a time to speak, a time to love and a 

time to hate, a time for war and a time for 

peace. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

 

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in 

Galilee and was baptized by John in the   

Jordan.  As Jesus was coming up out of the 

water, he saw heaven being torn open and 

the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  

And a voice came from heaven:  “You are my 

Son, whom I love; with you I am well 

pleased.” 

Mark 1:9-11 

 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

3 Communion 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday School For    

Children (3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

4  

 

 
 

7:00pm Al-Anon 

7:00pm Nar-Anon  

 

5 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

4:30-8:30pm Ministry Team                              

                     Mtgs. 

 

6 
9:00am Women’s Bible Study 

 

1:00pm Creative Arts 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

7 
6:30am Bible Study   
 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 

1 Church Office  
           Closed 
    8 

2 

9  

10Moment For Missions 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday School For    

Children (3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 
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7:00pm Al-Anon 

7:00pm Nar-Anon  

12 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 

6:30-9pm Worship Team  

                Practice 

13 
9:00am Women’s Bible Study 

 

1:00pm Creative Arts 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

14 
6:30am Bible Study   
 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 

15  
 

 

 

16  

 

17 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

10:30am Only One Service 

10:30am Sunday School For    

Children (3 months thru 5th Grade) 

Noon-Annual Congregational 

 Meeting & Vance Farewell 

 

5:30pm Washington Fellowship 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

18 Church Office Closed 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Al-Anon 

7:00pm Nar-Anon  

19 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 

6:30pm Worship 

7:00pm Deacons Mtg. 

7:00pm Session 

20 
9:00am Women’s Bible Study 

 

1:00pm Creative Arts 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

21 
6:30am Bible Study   
 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 

22 23 

24 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday School For    

Children (3 months thru 5th Grade) 

Noon-3:000m Covenant Partner 

Class 

5:30pm Washington Fellowship 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Al-Anon 

7:00pm Nar-Anon  

26 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

5:30pm Middle School |Taco   

             Tuesday     

6:30-9pm Worship Team  

                Practice 

 

27 
9:00am Women’s Bible Study 

 

1:00pm Creative Arts 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

28 
6:30am Bible Study   
 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 

29 30  

31 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday School For    

Children (3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

 

2016 


