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Growing Followers  

of Jesus who love God,       

  love People  

and serve the World 

 

Senior Pastor   Dr. Tom Pipkin 

Children’s Ministry     Dawn Pipkin  

Treasurer                            Paul Snedecor 

Financial Secretary        Sue Kenyon-Hinatsu 

Church Secretary             Sheri Magill 

 

Sunday Worship:  9:00am & 10:30am 

Fellowship Times: 
8:30-9am &10:00-10:30am 

 

Community Groups throughout  

the week-childcare for  

Community Groups provided on 

Wednesdays: 6pm-8pm 
 

Office Hours ~ Mon-Thurs  9am-4pm 

Friday ~ 9am to 1pm 

   Gateway Presbyterian Church 

 1111 Dry Hollow Road 

The Dalles OR 97058 

Phone: 541-298-8531 

 Fax:   541-298-4298  

 

Sign-up online for your copy of      

The Open Gate Online!  

www.gatewaypc.org 

Or  

email: office@gatewaypc.org 
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Growing Followers of Jesus, who Love God,  
Love People and Serve the World 

March 2016  | Open Gate 
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Your children will be practicing for this event during Sunday 
School on March 6th and March 13th. We would love to have 

your participation!  -Thank You 

Children’s Hosanna 
Palm Parade  

March 27th, 2016  
 During the 10:30AM Service 

10 

 

Gateway partners with this 
missionary to bring God’s Word 
to 90 countries of the world. 

We in the United States often take our 
Bible for granted.  But many 
Christians in the rest of the world are 
begging for God’s Word in their own 
language.  Gary & Linda Simons 
with Wycliffe Translators are working 
to “get the Word out.”  Gary is 
working with about a 70 member 
organization that casts the vision of 
Bible translation and also raises 
needed resources.  They do the work 
of research, translation, and literacy 
in about 90 countries of the world.  
Gary also works in Language Explorer 
which compiles dictionaries and 
studies the grammar of a language. 

Gary and Linda lead workshops to 
train linguists.  They travel all over 
the world.  So please pray for their 

safety and for productive trips.  
Wycliffe recently gave the Simons a 
certificate for 40 years of service with 
them! 

When you give to our church general 
fund, you are helping support these 
missionaries.  You are sending God’s 
Word out to a hungry world. 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Recently, one of our missionaries 
from Kenya visited at Gateway and 
left some hand-made African quilts 
and throws with the Stoddard’s for 
them to show and sell. The money 
raised will go back to Kenya to help 
the poor. The items are various colors 
and prices. They reflect the African 
love of color and could be used in 
your home all year long, even in the 
summer. Perhaps they will be 
displayed in the Coffee Connection. 

Many thanks and sincere gratitude to all 

who helped to make Andrew & Beka’s 

reception so special and meaningful. 

Many people gave generously of their 

time and talents to create a beautiful 

environment and provide delicious refreshments. A special thank 

you to those who took care of all the serving and cleaning up, so 

the family could enjoy the afternoon with Andrew & Beka! 
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From the Pastor~ Dr. Tom Pipkin, Senior Pastor 

APRIL 8-10 
Summit to Summit 

Registration Information is 

available. Questions, contact 

Ben Neumayer at 541-980-1444 

Most men would admit that they are experiencing some level of disappointment 
with life. This disappointment is generally a combination of pain, loneliness, 
confusion and unrepentant sin. The unfortunate truth is that men will often 
numb this discontent by turning toward escapes (many of them unhealthy) 

rather than searching for answers. Modern media has been pushing its version of 
masculinity on western civilization for decades. It’s safe to say that Great 

Grandpa would be utterly appalled by the weakening and feminization of men in 
modern American culture. Without a clear and compelling vision for manhood, 

men will settle for less. What does God’s word say about this subject? What does 
it mean to be a man? 

Authentic Biblical Manliness Defined 
 
 

Men’s Group 
 Thursday’s 6:30-8pm 

Gateway Coffee Connection 

Dear Gateway Family, 

As I write this month’s column, even 

though it is just the end of February, you 

can see them appearing all over the 

place. In the flower beds at church and in 

our yards - daffodils and crocuses are 

blooming and it looks like tulips won’t be 

too far behind. As I look at these bulbs 

springing up and doing their annual thing 

I am reminded of a past springtime in my 

ministry back in Atlanta when I was 

having a hard day. A dear friend and 

church leader had passed away and I was 

feeling the weight of grief. I was trying to 

type out the memorial service for my 

friend, when I looked out the window of 

my study at the church. Just outside the 

window, near the playground, there were 

about a dozen tulips in full bloom. Their 

blooms were a beautiful shade of pink 

and the stalks and leaves were shiny and 

bright green. I paused and marveled at 

their beauty. 

It was dreary and raining outside and I 

was missing my friend. I was struggling to 

get my thoughts and God’s truth out on 

the computer screen. And yet, in the 

middle of it all, stood these tulips. As I 

looked out the window again, I noticed 

that there were no other flowers planted 

along the playground fence – just these 

twelve - right in front of my window. 

Although I figured that these tulips were 

planted for everyone to see and 

appreciate, in those moments, I couldn’t 

help thinking that they were planted there 

just for me… and I began to feel my spirits 

lift. Later, upon investigation into the 

matter, I was informed by our Children’s 

Ministry Director that these tulips were 

actually planted with this effect in mind. 

The previous fall, children of our church 

had gone out to plant the bulbs – those 

ugly, dried up, onion-looking balls that 

bear no resemblance to beautiful tulips in 

bloom. The children faithfully planted the 

bulbs outside my window hoping that one 

day they would bloom and show their 

beauty. Little did they know the effect 

they would have on their weary pastor on 

a tough day.   

Those tulips, like the blooming bulbs that 

you and I are beginning to see in our 

neighborhood this month, serve as apt 

reminders of what God calls us to do as 

Christians and as a church. What we 

bring to God sometimes can look like 

ugly, dried up, onion-looking lives – on the 

outside appearing to be of little value. 

And yet, when we faithfully present what 

we have to God, God will always 

transform our meager offerings into 

something beautiful. I thanked God for 

those children and for their simple act of 

faith that day. What they did inspired me 

to stronger faith and deeper trust in God. 

What kind of bulb is God calling you to 

plant today? 

Under Christ’s Mercy, 

Dr. Tom Pipkin 
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 March 1st | 6:30pm | Middle School Girls 
Craft Night  

 March 12th | 6pm | Fellowship Event | 
“Souper Samples” 

 March 15th | 10:30am | Young@Heart 
Event 

 March 15th | 6-8pm | Middle School Boys 
Open Gym  

 March 17th | Chenowith Meal  

 March 20th | 10:30am | Children’s 
Hosanna Palm Parade 

 March 24th | 7pm | Maundy Thursday 
Service 

 March 27th | Easter | 9am | Children’s 
Activities 

 March 27th | Easter Sunday | 10:30am | 
One Worship Service 

 March 29th | 5:30pm | Middle School 
Taco Tuesday 
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The Community Groups Ministry Team 
(CGMT) is responsible for overseeing the 
ministries of Community Groups, Senior Adult 
Ministries (Young @ Heart), Women’s 
Ministry, Men’s Ministry, Fellowship Events, 
and Coffee Connection.  Serving on the 
CGMT are Steve Dingman, Valerie Kendrick, 
Nonie and Dave Cornell (Young @ Heart and 
Coffee Connection), Mary Jo Taylor 
(Fellowship Event meal arrangements), and 
the CGMT elder, Keith Stelzer.  Pastor Tim 
Vance served on the team through his 
departure in January, and Mary Rollins 
completed one year of service through 
January.  The primary focus of the CGMT is 
cultivating Gateway’s community groups, 
which are considered a top priority for life of 
the church for our Covenant Partners and 
visitors.  The intent of our leadership is for 
ALL those who consider Gateway as their 
home church to be actively involved with a 
community group in order to pursue 
discipleship, fellowship, care and service with 
one another.  In 2015, Gateway had 15 
community groups and 173 participants, 
which represented 7% and 17% growth, 
respectively, between the January 1 and the 
fall renewal signup.  We conducted quarterly 
training sessions for community group 
leaders, and had a celebration dinner for 
those dedicated leaders in the 
spring.  Several community group participants 
graciously gave their testimonials in worship 
services about how their lives were impacted 
by their community group as encouragement 
for others to participate. 
 
The 2016 CGMT goals are shown below, and 
we emphasize goal number 1.  If you are 
interested in connecting with a community 
group, or encounter someone you believe 
might be interested, please contact Keith 
Stelzer. 

Other challenges that have become evident 
since development of the 2016 goals are 
sustaining leadership as we recruit our new 
assistant pastor who will be involved with the 
CGMT, and coordinating purchasing for 
kitchen and fellowship event supplies for cost 
savings and simplification of future budget 
structure. 
 
Thank you to all the community group 
leaders, and please make it a priority to 
participate in a community group if you are 
not already doing so. 

 

2016 CGMT Goals 

1.  Elder and Pastor, with active participation by 
ministry team members, will identify 
unconnected individuals (including new Covenant 
Partners), and connect them with a specific 
community group. 

2.  Have Community Group Renewal promotion 
and sign-up in the fall. 

3. Publicize Fellowship Events through 
community group leaders to their community 
groups by e-mail announcements. 

4.  Continue quarterly community group 
interview-style testimonials during worship 
services on topics of Discipleship, Fellowship, 
Care, and Service. 

5.  Encourage/Teach group leaders to develop 
new leaders by mentoring process to multiply 
groups. 

6.  Increase pastoral promotion/participation for 

Men’s Ministry retreat.  
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To all of those who have donated to the Warming 

Place & the homeless in town. The items have been 

handed out as needed. Also, thank you for your 

generosity towards the Chenowith school supplies.  

All the donations are much appreciated! 

Food Cupboard Update: 
20 bags of food have been given out since the first of the year– made 
possible by generous donations from our Gateway family. The food 
cupboard donation box is located in the front hallway underneath the 
coat rack. Feel free to leave non-perishable food items anytime. 
Donations by check can be made out to “Deacons Fund”. 

Life Pax Update:   
Your Gateway Deacons granted seed money to begin a 
ministry where participation is open to everyone and is 
easy. Just pick up a Life Pax in the church hallway! We will 
use donation to keep the ministry going. It costs $2-$3 to 
make a Life Pax and once we have enough to assemble 
more, we will keep you posted! Any questions, contact 

Nonie or Dave Cornell at 541-397-0591. 



 

 

 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 

4:30-8:30pm Ministry Team                              

                     Mtgs. 

 

6:30pm Middle School Girls 

Night Out 

2 
9:00am Women’s Bible Study 

 

1:00pm Creative Arts 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

3 
6:30am Bible Study   
 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

6:30pm Men’s Group 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 

4 5 

  March  2016 

6 Communion 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday School For    

Children (3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 
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7:00pm Al-Anon 

7:00pm Nar-Anon  

8 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 

6:30-9pm Worship Team  

                Practice 

9 
9:00am Women’s Bible Study 

 

1:00pm Creative Arts 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

10 
6:30am Bible Study   
 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

6:30pm Men’s Group 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 
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6:00pm Fellowship Event |    

“Souper Samples” 

13 Moment For Mission 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday School For    

Children (3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Al-Anon 

7:00pm Nar-Anon  

15 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

6:30pm Worship 

7:00pm Deacons Mtg. 

7:00pm Session 

16 
9:00am Women’s Bible Study 

 

1:00pm Creative Arts 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

17 
6:30am Bible Study   
 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

6:30pm Men’s Group 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 

18 19 

20 Palm Sunday 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10;30pm Children’s Palm Parade 

 

5:30pm Washington Fellowship 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Al-Anon 

7:00pm Nar-Anon  

 

22 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

 

6:30-9pm Worship Team  

                Practice 

 

 

23 
9:00am Women’s Bible Study 

 

1:00pm Creative Arts 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

24 
6:30am Bible Study   

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm Maundy 

Thursday Service 
7:00pm AA 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 

25 
Good Friday 

26  

27 Easter 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Children’s Easter Activities 

10:30am One Worship Service 

 

 

 

 

28 

 

 

 
7:00pm Al-Anon 

7:00pm Nar-Anon  

29 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 

5:30pm Middle School |Taco   

             Tuesday     

30 
9:00am Women’s Bible Study 

 

1:00pm Creative Arts 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

31 
6:30am Bible Study   
 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

6:30pm Men’s Group 

7:00pm AA 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 

  

He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.  

Come and see the place where he lay.  Then go 

quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from 

the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee.  

There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 

Matthew 28:7 

Why do you look for the living among the dead?  

He is not here; he has risen!  Remember how he 

told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 

‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the 

hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the 

third day be raised again.’  Then they remem-

bered his words. 

Luke 24:5-8 

This was now the third time Jesus appeared to 

his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

John 21:14 

Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who 

was raised to life—is at the right hand of God 

and is also interceding for us. 

Romans 8:35 


