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Growing Followers  

of Jesus who love God,       

  love People  

and serve the World 

 

Senior Pastor   Dr. Tom Pipkin 

Assistant Pastor  Dr. Jeff Cook 

Children’s Ministry     Dawn Pipkin  

Treasurer                            Paul Snedecor 

Financial Secretary        Sue Kenyon-Hinatsu 

Church Secretary             Sheri Magill 

 

Sunday Worship:  9:00am & 10:30am 

Fellowship Times: 
8:30-9am &10:00-10:30am 

 

Community Groups throughout  

the week-childcare for  

Community Groups provided on 

Wednesdays: 6pm-8pm 
 

Office Hours ~ Mon-Thurs  9am-4pm 

Friday ~ 9am to 1pm 

   Gateway Presbyterian Church 

 1111 Dry Hollow Road 

The Dalles OR 97058 

Phone: 541-298-8531 

 Fax:   541-298-4298  

 

Sign-up online for your copy of      

The Open Gate Online!  

www.gatewaypc.org 

Or  

email: office@gatewaypc.org 
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Jeff & Heidi come to us from White Water, Wisconsin, with their 
four children, Aspen (15), Chloe (12), Sierra (11), and Kilian 
(8). The Cook’s are no strangers to Oregon, living in the 
Portland area from 2002-2010, where Jeff served as Associate 
Pastor at Canby Alliance Church prior to the establishment of a 
successful counseling practice in SW Portland. Jeff received 
his bachelor’s degree from the University of California (Irvine), 
his master of divinity from Denver Seminary, his master’s in 
counseling from George Fox, and his PhD in counseling from 

Oregon State University (though he tends to be a Duck fan), and is a licensed professional 
counselor in Oregon and Wisconsin. Jeff has been serving in some form of pastoral ministry since 
1994, pastoring in Denver and Missoula prior to arriving in Canby, and for the last six years 
working full-time as an Assistant Professor of counseling. Heidi received her Bachelor’s degree 
from Wheaton College in Bible and Literature, and has been serving as the Children’s Director at 
their church for the past three years. 

The Cook’s are thrilled to be joining the community at Gateway and look forward to the building of 
many new friendships, a worshipping community, and logging many hours on the mountains and 
rivers.  

Jeff will begin working on the 22nd of August. You are all invited to the “Welcome Party” on the 
28th of August! 

Our Sunday School  

Teachers Rock! 
 Included in the title of “Sunday School Teacher”, is 
everyone who works to make Sunday mornings a 
welcoming and fun place of learning and friendship 
for every kid who comes to Gateway Church.  This is 
our “team” and everyone has an important role in 

telling every kid about Jesus. There are the 
“cut,copy,and décor” folks who decorate for the 
monthly theme and prepare all the small group 
activity materials each week. There is our “large 
group” gang who lead the kids in worship and tell 
God’s Story each Sunday. There are “small group 
leaders” who have the privilege of going deeper 
with “their kids” each week as they lead them 
through inspiring activities that further teach God’s 
Story and the monthly Bible verse in age appropriate 
ways. And we have our nursery “cuddlers” who get 

to snuggle with our youngest Gateway kids as they 
assure their safety and belongedness.(And this 
includes Thursday morning Mom’s Group helpers as 
well!) Everyone on our “team”, in her/his unique 

role, is teaching children who come to Gateway on 
Sunday mornings that they are deeply loved and 
accepted by our great God.  Everyone involved in 
children’s ministry is a teacher and an example for 

these precious ones. 

     So, I say a huge “THANK YOU TEACHERS!”  Your 
role in the Kingdom of God is extremely important.  I 

am honored to work alongside of you. 

     Fall is the time that we will commit and recommit 
to our roles in children’s ministries.  Please contact 
Dawn (dawn@gatewaypc.org) if you would like to 

talk about joining our team! 

mailto:dawn@gatewaypc.org)


 

 August 2nd | 6pm | Middle School Girls 
Night Out 

 August 16th | 6pm | Middle School Boys 
Open Gym Night 

 August 28th | 10:30am | Combined 
Worship Service 

 August 24th | 6:30pm | Teacher Training 

 August 25th | 9-11am | Mom’s Group 

 August 28th | 10:30am | Move Up Day 

 August 28th | 12-3pm | All Church Picnic 
Plus Welcome Party for the Cook Family 

 August 30th | 5:30pm | Middle School Taco 
Tuesday 
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From the Pastor~ Dr. Tom Pipkin, Senior Pastor 

Thank you all so much for supporting the Deacon’s “Christmas in July” event!  There 

was approximately 50 bags of groceries donated! We could not have achieved filling 

the food cupboard up without your help. Your compassion and generosity have 

provided food for someone in need. 

Thank you very much 

Dear Gateway Family, 

I am grateful to be a Presbyterian. The 
foundation of our Reformed Theology, the 
Biblical basis of our governing polity, and the 
tremendous history of our missionary 
achievements are all aspects of our 
denominational background that we can all 
take Godly pride in. Most of you know that in 
October of 2012, after much deliberation and 
prayer, the Gateway congregation voted to 
leave the Presbyterian Church (USA) and join 
the newly established Presbyterian 
denomination called “A Covenant Order of 
Evangelical Presbyterians (ECO).” The 
main factors that led to this important decision 
were a desire to uphold the authority of 
Scripture; the uniqueness of salvation through 
Jesus Christ alone; and the biblical call to 
holiness in how we live. Another, overarching 
reason for Gateway to go in this direction was 
your congregation’s desire to follow after the 
Great Commission of Jesus to “go and make 
disciples.” This missional foundation of the 
purpose of the church had, for many years, 
been undermined by the ongoing divisions 
within the PC(USA). In February of 2013, 
Gateway was officially released by the PC
(USA)’s Presbytery of the Cascades and 
became an ECO congregation. 

 Over the past three and a half years, 
Gateway has made great strides in becoming 
the kind of church that so many of you have 
been hoping for. Set free from a denomination 
that was going astray, Gateway has been in 
the process of living in to the new reality of the 
freedoms that we have to be a truly missional 
church. When I arrived here in April of 2014, I 
was encouraged and invigorated by your 
missional hearts and your desire to get on 
with the mission that Christ has for us in our 
community. We have made several important 
decisions over the past two years that have 
helped us to be intentional about our stated 
mission: “Growing followers of Jesus, who 

love God, love people, and serve the 
world.” These decisions have included: the 
restructuring of the ministries of our Session 
and Diaconate; refining and adjusting the 
schedule of our Sunday morning worship 
services; making Community Groups our main 
vehicle for accomplishing the essential 
functions of discipleship, fellowship, care, and 
missional outreach; the allocation of 
resources for local missional partnerships and 
ministry; the redesigning of staff position 
descriptions and evaluations based on 
missional criteria; and ongoing efforts to 
connect Gateway to our community. 

 Even though we have done much to 
fulfill our mission as an ECO church, we 
continue to discover that the larger 
community, as well as many people right here 
at Gateway, still don’t know that we are a part 
of this new and dynamic Presbyterian 
denomination. One of the most difficult 
obstacles has been the simple fact that our 
church has the word, “Presbyterian” in its 
name. For people who don’t know the details 
about our denominational change, we are still 
seen as “that Presbyterian church.” Sadly, for 
many, that translates as “liberal, relativistic, 
non-biblical, declining, morally questionable, 
irrelevant, mainline PC(USA).” These are the 
very things you and I have been trying to get 
away from with the change in denominations. 
It seems that the ghosts of our old 
denomination continue to haunt us and limit 
our ability to truly live out our missional calling. 
So last November at our leadership retreat, 
your Session and Diaconate, after much 
discussion and prayer over this matter, 
unanimously voted to change Gateway’s 
name to remove the word “Presbyterian.” All 
of us continue to embrace and celebrate the 
fact that we are still Presbyterian in our 
theology, polity, and all of the positive 
attributes that have historically defined this 
great branch of the ( continued next page) 
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Children’s Ministry has been very 
busy.  Dawn Pipkin has now been the 
Children’s Ministry Director for one year 
and is doing an amazing job!  Vacation Bible 
School took place June 20th – 24th and 
there were 110 different kids that 
attended throughout the week. We had an 
amazing group of volunteers and I cannot 
express my gratitude enough to everyone 
who helped or donated! The theme was 
“Walk This Way” which followed Paul’s 

travels. Move Up Day will be August 
28th which is when the kids will move up to 
the next level of Sunday school or 

graduate.  Children’s Ministry will be 
hosting another FX (Friday Night Family 
Time) event in the near future.  This is 
where we invite the families and students 
to join us for a Friday evening of fun, pizza 
and a glimpse into what has been going on 
during Sunday mornings.  Mom’s Group will 
be starting again on August 25th and will 
continue every second and fourth 
Thursday morning. God has been at work in 
this ministry!  

Charlie Foote,  

Elder of Children’s Ministry 
8 

Reformed Church. What we can’t stomach is 
the idea that we are still viewed by most as 
part of the failing denomination that we left 
almost four years ago. 

After making the decision back in 
November, the Session decided to take our 
time and prayerfully reflect on when the 
appropriate time might be for officially making 
the name change. Then came the General 
Assembly Meeting of the PC(USA) in Portland 
in June. Some of you might be aware of some 
of what happened in that meeting. I would 
guess that most of you are not. Here are just a 
few of the highlights: Part of the opening 
prayer for the meeting of the General 
Assembly was led by Wajdi Said, a Muslim 
leader from Portland. He began his prayer in 
Arabic lifting up Allah as the God under whom 
this Christian Denomination was meeting. He 
prayed to Allah that the gathered delegates be 
led to Islam and away from the cursed Jews 
and the wayward Christians. What an uplifting 
way to begin the national meeting of a 
denomination once faithful to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. He went on to pray in English, 
seeking blessing, where he once again 
invoked Allah’s power to “…lead us to the 
straight path, the path of all the prophets, 
Abraham, Ishmael and Isaac, Moses and 
Jesus, and Muhammad, peace be upon them 
all. Amen.” In other words, the god of Islam, 
“Allah” was invoked to lead the PC(USA) 
down the straight Islamic path and Jesus was 
demoted from being the one and only Son of 
God, our Lord and Savior, to just one of the 
prophets like Ishmael and Muhammad! And 
the PC(USA) leaders and commissioners 
didn’t bat an eye. The General Assembly went 
on to affirm divestment from Israel; reject an 
overture that would include training in 
evangelism as requirement for ordination; and 
took even stronger positions regarding 
abortion, evolution, and climate change; it 
continued to celebrate its (misled) conclusions 

regarding the definition of marriage and 
requirements for clergy to maintain holiness in 
their lifestyles. 

After reading about what happened in 
Portland, I discovered that there are even 
members of Gateway who still think that 
somehow we are a part of the PC(USA). 
Friends, I can’t begin to imagine how many 
people, when they drive by our church, or 
when they read about the PC(USA) decisions 
write us off as “that Presbyterian church” and 
they just keep on driving by. Our old 
denomination continues to shoot us in the foot 
when it comes to reaching people who 
desperately need to know the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. Our missional efforts are 
negatively affected because of the word 
“Presbyterian” in our name. So at our July 
meeting, the Session unanimously voted to 
officially change the name of our church to 
“Gateway Church.” We are still as 
Presbyterian as we have ever been. We are 
as much a part of the great theological 
heritage and missional tradition of the 
Presbyterian Church as we have ever been. 
We are still in a Presbyterian denomination. 
But, gladly, we are free to follow Christ and be 
about His mission in even better and more 
faithful ways. We will be taking steps over the 
next few months to change our signage, web-
site, and other outward communications to 
ensure that everyone knows that we are 
faithful Presbyterians who are endeavoring to 
serve and love Jesus and share Him with the 
world. If you have any questions, please feel 
free to communicate with me or with the 
Session. We would welcome the 
conversation.  

Under Christ’s Mercy, 

Dr. Tom Pipkin   
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The Dalles Worship Choir 

“The Journey of Christmas” 

Pre-Registration: August 28th, 6:00pm 

First Christian Church 

Fee: $20.00 

For more information, email Shawn 
Lutz at: shlutz58@gmail.com  

A woman had just returned to her home from an evening of church services, when she 
was startled by an intruder. She caught the man in the act of robbing her home of its 
valuables and yelled: ‘Stop! Acts 2:38! 
(Acts 2:38 (ESV) says “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins.”) 

The burglar stopped in his tracks. The woman calmly called the police and explained 
what she had done. 

As the officer cuffed the man to take him in, he asked the burglar: ‘Why did you just 
stand there? All the old lady did was yell a scripture to you.’ 

‘Scripture?’ replied the burglar. ‘She said she had an Ax and Two 38s!’ 



 

 

 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

2 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

4:30-8:30pm Ministry Team Mgt. 

6:00pm Middle School Girls  

              Night Out 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

4 
6:30am Bible Study   

 

 

 

 

 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm AA 

5 

  

6 

  

7Communion 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

  
6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

9 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

11 
6:30am Bible Study   

 

 

 

 

 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm AA 

12 
 

 

 

13  

 

14 Moment For Mission 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 
 
6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

16 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 

 

6-8:00pm Middle School Boys            

Open Gym 

 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

18 
6:30am Bible Study   

 

 

 

 

 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm AA 

19 20 

21 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 

 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 

6:30pm Worship 

7:00pm Deacons Meeting 

7:00pm Session 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Teacher Training 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

25 
6:30am Bible Study   

9-11:00am Mom’s Group 

 

 

 

 

 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm AA 

26 27  

28 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

10:30am Combined Worship Service 

10:30am Move Up Day! 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

12-3:00pm  All Church Picnic 

&  Welcome Party For Cook 

Family 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

30 

 

 

 
5:30pm Middle School |Taco   

             Tuesday    

31 
 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 
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Give ear to my words, O LORD. Consider my   

sighing.  Listen to my cry for help, my King and my 

God, for to you I pray.  Morning by morning, O 

LORD, you hear my voice; morning by morning I 

lay my requests before you and wait in expecta-

tion.  Psalm 5:1-3 

 

It is good to praise the Lord and make music to 

your name, O Most High, to proclaim your love in 

the morning and your faithfulness at night, to the 

music of the ten-stringed lyre and the melody of 

the harp.  For you make me glad by your deeds, O 

Lord; I sing for joy at the works of your hands.  

How great are your works, O Lord, how profound 

your thoughts!  Psalms 92:15 

 

Come. Let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout 

aloud to the Rock of our salvation and extol him 

with music and song.  Psalm 95:1-2 

 

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all 

the earth.  Sing to the Lord, praise his name; pro-

claim his salvation day after day.  Declare his glo-

ry among the nations, his marvelous deeds 

among all peoples.  For great is the Lord and most 

worthy of praise.  Psalms 96:1-4 


