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Growing Followers  

of Jesus who love God,       

love People and serve 

 the World 

 

Assistant Pastor  Jeff Cook 

        Interim 

Children’s Ministry     Sandy Mendez 

Youth Ministry  Caleb Wheeler 

Treasurer                            Paul Snedecor  

Church Secretary             Sheri Magill 

 

 

Sunday Worship:  9:00am & 10:30am 

Fellowship Times: 
8:30-9am &10:00-10:30am 

 

Community Groups throughout  

the week-childcare for  

Community Groups provided on 

Wednesdays: 6pm-8pm 
 

Office Hours ~ Mon-Thurs  9am-4pm 

Friday ~ 9am to 1pm 

          Gateway Church 

 1111 Dry Hollow Road 

The Dalles OR 97058 

Phone: 541-298-8531 

 Fax:   541-298-4298  

 

Sign-up online for your copy of      

The Open Gate Online!  

www.gatewaypc.org 

Or  

email: office@gatewaypc.org TAB 
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One of my favorite passages of Scripture is 

Hebrews 10:19-25. And like the coming of a 

new year, this passage reminds me to take time 

to remember what has been accomplished, 

where my hope lies, and to encourage my 

brothers and sisters to do good works for the 

Lord.  

Remembering What Has Been Accomplished: 

2017 was a good year; in the spring 

Confirmation class was held for students 14-18 

years old, Middle School Youth Group was 

relaunched and now meets every other 

Tuesday, Middle School Sunday School started 

in the fall to continue the education of students 

coming out of the children’s ministry program, 

and High School students are being disciple 

through morning Bible Study at the Cook’s and 

Base Camp at the Wheeler’s, the Youth Ministry 

Team meets regularly to help guide the 

ministry as it seeks to meet the needs of the 

congregation and the community, and youth 

leaders continue to grow in their own faith as 

they disciple students. And that is just the big 

picture stuff. Every week students are hearing 

God’s word, being prayed for, and growing in 

their faith! 

Where Our Hope Lies: As we continue through 

this time of transition we are reminded that our 

hope is in Christ, the head of the Church and 

our Good Shepherd. God has provided 

Gateway with leaders who are committed to 

seeking His will for this congregation. Please 

continue to pray for the pastor nominating 

committees and the Session as they seek God’s 

will for Gateway. 

Encouragement To Do Good Works: If you have 

a love for seeing young people grow in their 

faith and know that they are loved by God I 

hope this is the year that you answer the call to 

disciple students. If you have a heart for 

working behind the scenes and being a servant 

leader I hope this is the year you answer the 

call to use those gifts to serve others. If you are 

a student, I hope this is the year that you 

experience God’s love like you never have 

before and that you share it with others. Lastly, 

fellow members of Gateway, I hope we will 

continue to encourage one another to do good 

works for God’s glory this year. I am excited for 

2018 and all the Lord has planned for the 

leaders, Ministry Team, myself, students, and 

Gateway. And I look forward to seeing God 

grow each of these groups in number and in 

knowledge of Him this year. 

  December can be an overwhelming month 
with the Nativity Play, Movie night, Christmas 
school programs, work parties, tree 
decorating, baking, decorating the house, gift 
buying, trying to throw in a few family 
memories and the list goes on.  The month 
comes and goes and you are left wondering- 
Did you spend any time just remembering 
Jesus.  After all isn’t HE the whole reason for 
all this madness?   

   

Now it’s time to put all the decorations away 
and get back to normal? Let’s not just get 
back to normal, let’s keep the excitement of a 
child looking for Christmas morning.  Take 
some time to just ask God to give you a 
verse, word or new direction for this coming 
year.  For me, He gave me the word Inspired; 
I am to be inspired and to inspire.  I am 
excited to get up each morning seeking how 
to inspire and where I can be inspiring.  
Looking forward to seeing where this leads 
me.   

   In December we started teaching the K 
through 5th graders the books of the Bible 
starting with the New Testament.  I am 
encouraging the children to ask their parents 
to help them find the next books we are 
learning.  We started with the first four books 
and are now working on the next four books.   

   December our theme was Generosity.  
Learning to give because God gave us 
Jesus, the Greatest Gift.  We learned to be 
on the look out for ways to give and people 
we could give to.   

   January will be on Commitment—making a 
plan and putting it into practice.  So come 
down to our Big Group room and check out 
our new decorations, theme, verse and 
bottom lines.  Watch out, I will warn you it 
has something to do with exercise.   

Children’s Ministries 



 

“In His Steps…”  by Pastor Jeff 

Everydayness and the New Year   
      Opening my laptop computer the morning 
after Christmas, I found myself gazing at the 
picture on my desktop. A sweet picture. A 
picture of my family sitting by a stream in a small 
park on Whitewater Lake (Wisconsin). Sierra is 
pointing to something in a tree or perhaps it was 
in the sky, I don’t recall. And, whatever it was, 
her attention has my attention. Next to us, sit 
Aspen and Chloe, content to just be sitting, a 
strange moment of calmness for teenagers. And 
next to them my wife, Heidi, is talking to our 
youngest, Kilian. Her hand resting on his head, 
probably pushing his bangs away from his eyes, 
and either way the two of them appear to be 
enjoying the moment. 
     Gazing upon this picture, and knowing that I 
needed to start my work day, I was comforted. 
No lights, or “to do” lists, no Christmas frenzy, 
no taxing kids from one place to another, just 
the gift of being with each other. Ok, so the 
picture was staged, it was family picture day, 
and the best way to get us all smiling was to 
direct our attention away from the camera. And, 
none-the-less, it conveys something very 
ordinary, the ordinariness of simply doing life 
together.  
     Within our western culture, we’ve become so 
accustomed to looking around for something 
new, something bigger and better, something 
that will set us apart from everybody else, 
something extraordinary. And, now we consider 
a new year; 2018. And for many of us, we find 
ourselves pondering what we would like to see 
in this new year. We make plans to succeed in 
the gym, in business, we start planning our next 
vacation, and on some level wondering what to 
put into place that will reinforce that we are 
important. And we are. God makes this 
incredibly clear in the first couple chapters of 
Genesis.  And, we this bigger and better mindset 
can be exhausting. Michael Horton in his book 
Ordinary writes, “God showers his extraordinary 
gifts through ordinary means of grace, loves us 
through ordinary fellow image-bearers, and 
sends us out into the world to love and serve in 
ordinary callings.”  
      In many ways, I’ve spent a fair amount of 
energy striving to be extraordinary. I’ve spent a 
lifetime winning races, racking up degree’s, and 
striving to be a “change agent” in virtually all 

that I do. On some level, I have bought into the 
temptation to be extraordinary, perhaps 
because it feels good to feel important. And yet, 
with mid-life comes a greater awareness of the 
passing of time. With mid-life comes a longing to 
live well and to be intentional with however 
many days God has ordained for me. And quite 
honestly, I’m not sure if it matters what I do, but 
more so, how I do it. Don’t get me wrong, with 
all of my heart I want to be “in step” with God’s 
Spirit as Paul encourages us all to be.  
      And as we move into this new year, and as 
we desire to be aware of God’s activity in our 
lives and the life our church, my sense is that 
God’s activity is most often not found not in the 
extraordinary, but in ordinary, in the 
everydayness of our lives. Most certainly, a 
mission trip to Mexico could be a fun part of our 
future family ministry at Gateway, and I have no 
doubt this would be an extraordinary trip! And, 
what I am suggesting is that we are called to be 
faithful and present in the stuff of life that is 
right in front of us. In fact, it can actually be 
more challenging to embrace the ordinary.  
Listen to the words of a woman discovering this 
very concept: 
       “Now, I’m a thirty-something with two kids 
living a more or less ordinary life. And what I’m 
slowly realizing is that, for me, being in the 
house all day with a baby and a two-year-old is a 
lot more scary and a lot harder than being in a 
war-torn African village (she was reflecting upon 
an extraordinary mission trip she had taken a 
decade before). What I need courage for is the 
ordinary, the daily every-dayness of life. Caring 
for a homeless kid is a lot more thrilling to me 
than listening well to the people in my home. 
Giving away clothes and seeking out edgy 
Christian communities requires less of me than 
being kind to my husband on an average 
Wednesday morning or calling my other back 
when I don’t feel like it” (Horton, 2014, 015). 
      And so, as we enter into 2018, join me as we 
seek to do life together, to keep in step with 
God’s Spirit in the mundane, in the stuff of life, 
in everydayness. Helping a neighbor with a 
broken down water heater, shoveling snow, 
feeding one’s family, and sharing in the 
everyday burdens and joys that come with being 
a church family. And in this, may each of us 
discover God’s presence and the fullness of life. 



 

 January 3rd, 17th 31st | 8am | High 

School Bible Study 

 January 6th | 2pm | Bob Culver’s 

Memorial Service 

 January 10th | 6:30pm | New  Ladies 

Bible Study | “Girls with Swords” 

 January 14th | 10:30am | Ordination & 

Installation of New Elders & Deacons 

 January 15th | Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

| Church Office Closed 

 January 21st | 12pm | Teacher 

Enlightenment  

 January 2nd, 16th, 30th| 6:30pm | Middle 

School Youth Group 

 January 24th | 6:30pm | High School 

Base Camp 

June 25th-29th, 2018 

Young @ Heart 

Due to health issues, I will no longer be able to plan 

and facilitate the Young @ Heart get-togethers. I 

have enjoyed singing the old hymns of praise and 

fellowshipping with   all who have been able to 

participate. 

Blessings to all-Brittany Lewis 

Through the loving kindness 

and deep generosity of the 

Gateway Church Family, the 

Deacons were able to provide 

over-flowing food boxes and 

special gifts to 17 families! 

God’s blessings abundantly 

multiplied! 

Thank you so much to all who 

donated and participated in the 

operation of the Christmas food 

boxes. 



 

The Deacons were restructured into three 
serving teams in 2017, which resulted in deep 
and meaningful relationship-building within 
the teams and compassionate and focused 
fellowship within and beyond the 
congregation.   
 
Moderator of the deacons – Linda Wendt 
Linda if you were to try and summarize your 
first year as moderator of the deacons, what 
comes to mind?  
“There is joy unspeakable and full of glory” to 
serve our Savior!  How God can use someone’s 

fears and insecurities to move his kingdom 
forward is breathtaking! What a privilege! 

 
Care Team – Wendy Quisenberry (team lead), 
Sally Haglund, Sally Hay, EJ Howe  
Visitations - providing support and 
encouragement through visitations to home 
and care facilities; Meals – coordinate meals 
to those in need; Maternity Care - oversee 
care for mothers from pregnancy through one 
year old; Bereavement – coordinate with 
Funeral Director and organize receptions; 
Cards – coordinate and provide cards to those 
we can encourage and rejoice with. 
 
Wendy, what is something you are grateful for 
at the conclusion of your first year serving as a 
deacon? 
 “I am grateful to work with a team that serves 
as the hands and feet of Jesus in the Gateway 

Family.”        
 
Service Team – Jessica DeVlaeminck (team 
lead), Josh Cox, Kim Nosenzo, Patsy Warner 
Community Meals – preparing and serving 
meals for the community; Nursing Homes and 
Care Facilities – provide Sunday church 
services; Chenowith Elementary School – 
continuing in the partnership with the school 
to provide support to students and staff. 
 

Jessica, what is something you are grateful for 
at the conclusion of your first year serving as a 
deacon? 

“The amazing hearts and unwavering 
dedication of folks always ready to serve with 
full dedication and full hearts in the midst of 
their own very busy and full lives all for the 

glory of God.”                                                 
 
Response Team – Sandy Byers (team lead), 
John Byers, Jack Hay, Sue Murat, Traci 
Waddington  
Moving and Repair – minor repairs and 
moving assistance; Emergency Assistance – 
financial assistance to those facing financial 
hardships; Food Cupboard; overseeing food 
cupboard to be filled with supplies to provide 
“grocery bags” to those who are in need of 
food; Christmas Food Boxes – overseeing the 
filling and distribution of food boxes; Tree of 
Love– coordinating gifts for children; Life Pax 
– “to feed the hungry and share the love of 
Christ one meal at a time” preparing one 
individual meal that can be handed out. 
 
Sandy, what is something you are grateful for 
at the conclusion of your last year serving as a 
deacon? 
“None of the work on the response team could 

have been possible without the wonderful 
support of the congregation with their time, 
talents and financial giving.”    

   
 

“Whoever brings blessings will be enriched, 
and one who waters will himself be 

watered.” Proverbs 11:25 
 
As we move into 2018, there will be much to 
do as we serve Gateway and beyond, would 
you prayerfully consider in what ways you 
might be involved.  
In gratitude,  
The Gateway Deacons 

“Creating a Legacy of Love” 

March 1 – March 29, 2018 

Thursday evenings from 6:30 – 8pm 

 

Marriage it like cultivating a garden regardless 

of how long you have been married, it takes 

constant work and attention. Marriages do not 

rest in a steady state of connection, they 

oscillate between connection, disconnection, 

and reconnection. Partners hurt each other, 

and after this disconnection comes repair – 

love means saying “you’re sorry a lot”.  Happy 

couples turn toward each other as allies, rather 

than from each other as strangers or enemies.  

Begin to pray now about your possible 

participation in this class, and begin the 

conversation with your partner - as one of you 

may be more interested than the other, so 

allow time for the two of you to talk about this 

important 5-week commitment.  

~Save the Date~ 

What are Community Groups? Looking for a 

group to join?  

Spiritual formation happens primarily through 

corporate worship, spiritual (and physical) self-

care, and community with those who share our 

spiritual journey. Yes, committing to one 

another as a way of life, committing to a life 

that loves Jesus in the ordinariness of life. One 

way that we enter into community at Gateway 

is through participation in what we call 

Community Groups. Community Groups 

consist of 8-14 people who gather in homes or 

at the church September through May, with 

many groups continuing through the summer 

months. These smaller communities vary in 

many ways, and what they all have in common 

is a desire to create safe places to grow in faith 

and friendship. Community Groups are 

invitations for us to move into a deeper 

relationship with God, each other, self, and our 

community-at-large.  

Community Groups most often meet in homes, 

and, they may meet at the church or even at a 

park. Groups often enter into discussion 

around the most recent sermon with 

discussion questions as prompts, and at other 

times, groups may feel led to study a particular 

topic as it pertains to faith and life, or feel that 

a particular book within Scripture is most 

pertinent to the life of the group.  And while 

groups most often meet within homes, there 

may be seasons where discussion occurs while 

walking at Sorosis Park, fishing the Klickitat, or 

occupying a local coffee house. Whatever the 

venue or topic, it is our desire to cultivate safe 

communities where we grow in in relationship 

to God, other, self, and our community.  

Reach out to Jeff Cook (jeff@gatewaypc.org) 

or Mike Murat (smurat8@hotmail.com) if you 

have questions, would like to join a group, or 

would be interested in starting one that 

mirrors your life-stage and/or interest.  

CommunityCommunityCommunity   
   GroupsGroupsGroups   

Marriage Enrichment Class 

mailto:smurat8@hotmail.com)


 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

2 9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 

 
4:30-8:30pm Ministry Team Mgt. 

6:30pm Middle School Youth      

            Group 

3 8:00am High School Bible 

Study 
 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

4 6:30am Bible Study  
 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm TCBS & Capstone CBS 

7:00pm AA 

5 

 

6 
 

2pm Bob Culver’s Memorial 

Service 

7 Communion 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Middle School Sunday School 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 
 

 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

9 9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 
 

 

 

 

 

7pm Worship Rehearsal 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

 

11 6:30am Bible Study  
 

 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm TCBS & Capstone CBS 

7:00pm AA 

12 
 

 

 

13  

 

 

14 Moment For Outreach 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

Ordination & Installation of             

New Elders & Deacons 

10:30am Middle School Sunday School 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

15 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

(Office Closed) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

16 9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Middle School Youth      

            Group 

6:30pm Worship 

7:00pm Deacons Meeting 

7:00pm Session 

17 8:00am High School Bible 

Study 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

18 6:30am Bible Study  
 

 

 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm TCBS & Capstone CBS 

7:00pm AA 

19 20 

21 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Middle School Sunday School 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

12pm Teacher Enlightenment 

3pm Worship Rehearsal 

 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

23 9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 
 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

6:30pm High School Base Camp 

25 6:30am Bible Study  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm TCBS & Capstone CBS 

7:00pm AA 

26 27  

28 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Middle School Sunday School 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

30 9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 
6:30pm Middle School Youth      

            Group 

31 8:00am High School Bible 

Study 
 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

 

 

2018 

 

A Blessed New Year! 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; the old has gone, the new has 

come!                                                                   

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore, brothers, since we have   confi-

dence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 

blood of Jesus, by a new and living way 

opened for us through the    curtain, that is 

his body.                                                        

Hebrews 10:19 

And we have the word of the prophets 

made more certain, and you will do well to 

pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a 

dark place, until the day dawns and the 

morning star rises in your hearts.                  

2 Peter 1:19 

He who was seated on the throne said, “ I 

am making everything new!”  Then he said, 

“Write this down, for these words are trust-

worthy and true.”                                         

Revelation 21:5 

 


