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Growing Followers  

of Jesus who love God,       

love People and serve 

 the World 

 

Senior Pastor   Dr. Tom Pipkin 

Assistant Pastor  Dr. Jeff Cook 

Children’s Ministry     Dawn Pipkin  

Youth Ministry  Caleb Wheeler 

Treasurer                            Paul Snedecor 

Financial Secretary        Sue Kenyon-Hinatsu 

Church Secretary             Sheri Magill 

 

Sunday Worship:  9:00am & 10:30am 

Fellowship Times: 
8:30-9am &10:00-10:30am 

 

Community Groups throughout  

the week-childcare for  

Community Groups provided on 

Wednesdays: 6pm-8pm 
 

Office Hours ~ Mon-Thurs  9am-4pm 

Friday ~ 9am to 1pm 

   Gateway Presbyterian Church 

 1111 Dry Hollow Road 

The Dalles OR 97058 

Phone: 541-298-8531 

 Fax:   541-298-4298  

 

Sign-up online for your copy of      

The Open Gate Online!  

www.gatewaypc.org 

Or  

email: office@gatewaypc.org TAB 
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Growing Followers of Jesus, who Love God,  
Love People and Serve the World 
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If you can help in any way please contact Dawn Pipkin         
at 541-298-8531 or Claire Miller at 541-980-8633. 

     Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year!  

Well, it is sometimes, for some people, but sometimes it is 
a really difficult and sad time of the year.  As Jesus 
followers we can have JOY in the midst of hard 
circumstances because our JOY is not connected to our 
circumstances, our stuff, or our situations.  We are 
anchored to something bigger and constant. Our JOY is 
connected to our relationship with God. 

 This month we will learn four truths as we explore the 
stories of God coming to our world.  We will learn that: 

 God keeps His promises 

 Anything is possible with God 

 God came to have a relationship with You 

 The gift of Jesus is for Everybody 

“Always be joyful because you belong to the Lord. I will 
say it again, Be Joyful!”        Philippians 4:4 

Come celebrate joyfully with us this season  

 each Sunday morning at 10:30,  

 December 10th at the Christmas Fair,  

 December 18th for the children’s Nativity Play, and  

 Christmas Eve candlelight service! 
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From the Pastor~ Dr. Tom Pipkin, Senior Pastor 

Dear Gateway Family, 

 Well, we just had another big 
Thanksgiving and we have already moved 
into Advent. This time of year certainly is a 
time for getting together with friends and 
family and celebrating. Over the years, we 
have hosted a good many gatherings in our 
home: from Thanksgiving dinners, to Youth 
Group gatherings, to Church Leadership 
Christmas parties. Having large crowds in the 
house can become hectic, but we wouldn’t 
have it any other way. We have good reason 
to celebrate! 

One of the traditions that has evolved 
over the years that we have hosted 
Thanksgiving in our home is the practice of 
inviting non-family members to join us. Each 
Thanksgiving we try to invite someone to have 
dinner with us who does not have family living 
nearby – whether it’s someone from another 
country, a recent widow or widower, or a 
young single person far from home. We 
always make sure to tell our guest that there 
will be a crowd on hand, so if they can put up 
with all of us, they are surely welcome to join 
in! 

We have found that when we invite 
others to join us, it adds something important 
to the mix of feasting and playing. Our special 
guests always serve as a reminder that it’s not 
all about us. Our guests are welcomed to first 
choice of turkey and fixins’ and dessert and 
good spots at the grown-up table. Of course, 
when we do this, we run the risk of running 
out of our favorite dish before it is time to 
serve ourselves, and we might have to crowd 
in some extra chairs. But we find that when 
we host others, even in this small way, we get 
blessed. 

As we move into Advent, I am again 
reminded of how important it is for us to invite 
others to family events. Here at Gateway, we 

are about to go into a season of events and 
programs that could be considered our 
“Gateway family” traditions. After all, we’re 
the ones who’ve been here all year long and 
have worked to make this church what it is 
with its programs and ministries. Now is the 
time to enjoy the fruits of our labors – to sit 
back and enjoy the Advent Season. Who 
would blame us for wanting things just the 
way we like them with our favorite hymns, 
comfortable surroundings, and special seats 
in the sanctuary? At these special times of 
year it is easy for us to turn inward and 
seek our own fulfillment at the very time 
when we should be turning outward and 
inviting others. 

This Christmas season, I highly 
recommend inviting an outsider to your family 
gatherings. And during this Advent Season, all 
the way through Christmas, I want to 
encourage you to invite someone else to our 
Gateway family gatherings. We have four 
special Sunday worship services planned as 
we “Celebrate the Light;” the “Journey of 
Christmas” program, presented by The 
Dalles Worship Choir, on Friday, December 
9th; our Christmas Fair with crafts for kids on 
Saturday, December 10th; our Children’s 
Nativity pageant in worship on December 
18th; and of course, our special worship 
service of Lessons and Carols and Candle 
lighting on Christmas Eve. This year, we 
even have a bonus worship service on 
Christmas Morning at 10:30AM as well. 

So, invite someone from outside the 
Gateway family to be your guest this month. 
We can always bring in extra chairs or whip 
up another pumpkin pie… and we will be 
richly blessed by having guests among us. 

 

Praying for a Meaningful Advent, 

Dr. Tom Pipkin         

Supplies Needed for Gateway’s 

Christmas Fair 

 100-Regular sized Hershey Bars 

 80-Tube socks 

 20-Cans of Vanilla Frosting 

 5– Five pounds of Rice 

 Wire for Wreaths 

 Wide Red Ribbon For Wreaths 

Many thanks in advance and your donation is appreciated! Please bring supplies to 

the church by December 4th. 
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Boxed dinner - mac & cheese,           ham-
burger/tuna helper 
Dry Goods:  noodles, beans, rice,   crack-
ers 
Sauces (canned Spaghetti/Alfredo)*  

Baking Mixes (brownies/cakes, dessert 
bars, etc.) 
Peanut Butter 
Jelly 

Fruit* 

 Soups * 

 Cereal (hot/cold) 
 Tuna & Canned Meats* 

 Canned Vegetables* 
 Juices (preferably in plastic        
 containers/juice box size) 
 Granola/power bars/energy/
 food supplement bars 
 *Pull-top preferred on cans* 

This is just the start of Gateway’s Boxes of HOPE&LOVE. We are asking families or persons to 
take a bag and begin stuffing it with the necessary food items. The Deacons Fund will complete 
the box with a ham, potatoes and a pie.   

Please Return the filled bag by:   December 11th to Gateway.   

Monetary contributions will also be accepted for  this endeavor to Gateway Church for      Dea-
cons Fund-Christmas. 

Thank you Gateway Friends and Family for making a difference in our community! 

A HUGE Thank you Gateway Church! 

 172 boxes were donated and Bob Canavan delivered the 

boxes to the distribution center in Hood River, where 

3,426 boxes were collected and taken to Vancouver to be 

shipped out.  Thank you for your donations and the work 

you all put into the boxes. 

Remember to shop all year long to prepare for next years 

boxes! 

The Dalles Worship Choir 
Christmas Concert 

Friday, December 9th 
7pm 

Gateway Church 
 
 

Other concert dates & times: 
December 2                     

Calvary Baptist  7pm 
 

December 4                   
Covenant Christian Church 

5:30pm 
 

December 11                        
First Christian Church 

5:30pm 
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 December 6th | 6pm | Middle School Girl’s 

Craft Night 

 December 9th | 7pm | The Dalles Worship 

Choir Christmas Concert 

 December 10th | 10-2pm | Gateway’s 

Christmas Fair (for all ages) 

 December 18th | 10:30am | Children’s 

Nativity Play  

 December 20th | 6pm | Middle School 

Boy’s Open Gym Night 

 December 24th | 7pm | Christmas Eve 

Service 

 December 23rd & 26th | Church Office 

Closed 

 December 27th | Middle School | Taco 

Tuesday Christmas Party 

This Christmas season let’s give our 
missionaries the gift of prayer! 

Gateway has nine missionaries this year all over the world.  For their 
safety, we will not mention names. 

Praise God, there are many wonderful missionaries and missionary organizations 
bringing God’s Message of Salvation to our world!  Wycliffe Bible Translators is one of 
those organizations.  Gateway supports two Wycliffe couples who bring God’s Word to 
unreached peoples in their own native tongue, sometimes at great danger to 
themselves.  People are hungry for God’s Word.  In some areas Oral story-telling of 
Scripture is popular so people can hear what God has to say even before translations 
are completed.  People are afraid that they might die before receiving a printed Bible. 

Gateway supports two missionary couples that work to take the message of salvation to 
South Eastern Asia.  One of these newly wed couples live  there and are helping native 
Christians plant churches in unreached places.  They also provide Christian literature in 
the native language. 

Another couple we support sends Christian literature, DVD’s, and radio programs to 
Southern Central Asia, and to agencies and refugees in Europe.  Their work is very 
dangerous.  They receive around a thousand phone calls a month and are training 
Christians to answer these calls!  They distribute thousands of Bibles and New 
Testaments around the world.  Pray they get into the right hands! 

We have a missionary couple in Africa and another in the Philippines.  These two 
couples serve God by working with government leaders, businessmen, and people in 
the slums.  They support tribal churches, provide health clinics, and help the poor. 

We have a missionary that works in the United States with college students and plans 
Christian events at OSU, Boise State U and U of Washington.  This is a unique mission 
field—potential leaders of our country! 

Let’s not forget The Dalles.  Yes, we have a mission field right here!  ACTS (Acclaiming 
Christ Through Sports) provides various sport programs, Saturday programs, leadership 
development, and trips to help in inner cities.  All programs are geared to present Jesus 
and help children and teens make good choices in life.  ACTS has the land for a 
wonderful Youth Center in The Dalles and is in the process of raising funds for it!   

Please take some time to pray for our missionaries! 

When you give to our church general fund, you are helping support these missionaries.  
You are sending God’s Word out to a hungry world! 

“Christian Persecution– Are You Ready?” 

January 12th |  6:30pm 
This class will be taught by Dick LaFever, beginning January 

12th for six weeks. The class will cover a brief historical and 

biblical view of our moral decline, the increase of intolerance 

(stages of religious suppression), a biblical perspective of 

persecution and the believers proper response to persecution. 

The first two classes will take place in the Coffee Connection. 

If you have questions, please contact the Church Office at   

541-298-8531. 

Needs Help | Willing to Help 

There is a new bulletin board in the hallway. It’s to be used by people here 
at Gateway who need help and by those who are willing to help. For 
example if you need a ride to church, you would post it under the “Needs 
Help” then under the “Willing to Help” you will post the time you are 
available to provide a ride.   



 

 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1  6:30am Bible Study   
 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 
5:00pm TOPS 

6:30pm Men’s Group 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 

7:00pm AA 

2 

  

3 

 

 
  

4 Communion 

 

8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 
6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Al-Anon 

6   9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 

 

4:30-8:30pm Ministry Team Mgt. 

6:00pm Middle School Girls  

              Night Out 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

8  6:30am Bible Study   
9-11am Mom’s Group 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 
5:00pm TOPS 

6:30pm Men’s Group 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 

7:00pm AA 

9 
The Dalles Worship 

Choir Christmas 

Concert 

7:00pm 

10  

Christmas Fair 
10:00– 2:00pm 

 

11 Moment for Outreach/
Deacons 

 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 
6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Al-Anon 

13 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 

 

 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

15 6:30am Bible Study   
 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 
5:00pm TOPS 

6:30pm Men’s Group 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 

7:00pm AA 

16 17 

18 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

Children’s Nativity Play 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 

 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Al-Anon 

20 9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 

 
6-8:00pm Middle School Boys            

Open Gym 

6:30pm Worship 

7:00pm Deacons Meeting 

7:00pm Session 

21 

 

 

 
 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

22 6:30am Bible Study   
9-11am Mom’s Group 

 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 
5:00pm TOPS 

6:30pm Men’s Group 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 

7:00pm AA 

23 Church Office Closed 
 

24 

 Christmas Eve       

Service 

7:00pm 

(Childcare Provided) 

25 

Christmas  

10:30am Worship Service 

26 Church Office Closed 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Al-Anon 

27 
9:30am Staff Mtg. 

 

12:00pm AA 

 
5:30pm Middle School |Taco 

Tuesday  

28 
 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

29  6:30am Bible Study   
 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 
5:00pm TOPS 

6:30pm Men’s Group 

7:00pm TCBS @ Zion 

7:00pm AA 

30 31 

 

2016 

 

And there were shepherds living out in 
the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. An angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said 
to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people. Today in the town of Da-
vid a Savior has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a     
manger.” Suddenly a great company of 
the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, “Glory 
to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace to those on whom his fa-
vor rests.”       Luke 2:8-14 NIV 


