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Growing Followers  

of Jesus who love God,       

love People and serve 

 the World 

 

Assistant Pastor  Jeff Cook 

        Interim 

Children’s Ministry     Sandy Mendez 

Youth Ministry  Caleb Wheeler 

Treasurer                            Paul Snedecor  

Church Secretary             Sheri Magill 

 

 

Sunday Worship:  9:00am & 10:30am 

Fellowship Times: 
8:30-9am &10:00-10:30am 

 

Community Groups throughout  

the week-childcare for  

Community Groups provided on 

Wednesdays: 6pm-8pm 
 

Office Hours ~ Mon-Thurs  9am-4pm 

Friday ~ 9am to 1pm 

          Gateway Church 

 1111 Dry Hollow Road 

The Dalles OR 97058 

Phone: 541-298-8531 

 Fax:   541-298-4298  

 

Sign-up online for your copy of      

The Open Gate Online!  

www.gatewaypc.org 

Or  

email: office@gatewaypc.org TAB 
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What a privilege for me to step into 
Children’s Ministry’s.  I am having so much 
fun with the kids, parents, staff, helpers 
and teachers.   

Each month we have a theme, all the 
lessons are built around the theme, verse 
and bottom line.  The week before a new 
month a decorating crew comes in and 
changes the large group room and 4 
bulletin boards in our small group rooms.  
Please come down to the children’s area 
and check it out.   

November was a month of learning how to 
have Gratitude, being thankful for what 
you have.  I Thes. 5:18 “Give thanks no 
matter what happens. God wants you to 
thank Him because you believe in Christ 
Jesus.”   

December will be a month of learning about 
“The Big Give-Generosity” I Tim. 6:18 
What is the biggest gift of all and how do 
we become a giver.  Stay tuned for the 
answers.   

We are in the planning stages of the 
Nativity Play.  So if you have a K-5th grader 
who would like to be in the play, practice 
will be December 10th right after Second 
service.  We are doing a new play so your 
little one really needs the practice.  The 
play will be December 17th your child will 
need to come to the Children’s area for 
costumes instead of going to service with 
you.   

Mom’s group will meet only once this 
month, December 14th at 9:00 am.   

Mom’s group typically meets on the second 
and fourth Thursday each month.  I am 
looking for a few volunteers to watch the 
young ones while Mom gets a break.  If you 
are interested, please give me a call. 

I pray this Christmas season you find time 
to just sit with our Lord and bask in His 
love, joy and peace.  

Merry Christmas 

Sandy Mendez 

Discipleship is as Simple as Taking a Seat 

Jesus was a busy man during His ministry. 
John tells us that the world couldn’t contain 
all the books if everything Jesus did was 
written down. And with all those stories to 
choose from the authors of the gospel 
accounts made sure to include multiple 
stories that include Jesus sitting and sharing 
a meal with people. It’s not the most 
glamorous activity in the world, but it is in 
many ways one of the most meaningful and 
personal. Jesus, God in the flesh, took the 
time to sit with people and share a meal.  

Last month at one of the Middle School 
Youth Group nights a leader went and sat 
with a student during dinner who had 
chosen to go sit alone. Amidst all the chatter 
and business Izetta went and sat with the 
student and shared a meal. For those 

precious minutes that student knew they 
were loved and that they mattered. It wasn’t 
a grand gesture and it didn’t come from 
upfront so everyone could see, it was a 
simple act of love and obedience to walk, or 
in this case sit, in the same way Jesus did.  

Who are you called to disciple? Why not 
start by sharing a meal or a cup of coffee. 

To all the leaders who have answered the 
call to make disciple by being disciples, 
thank you! If you are interested in joining 
the team and sharing your walk with the 
Lord with leaders and students alike please 
let Caleb know. 

New Youth Events Calendar 

Pick up the latest calendar for Gateway 
Youth Ministry events (December – 
February) across from the sanctuary or 
online at gatewaypc.org/middle or /high. 



 

“In His Steps…”  by Pastor Jeff 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “In our time 
there is a seeking, an anxious groping 
and searching for divine things. A great 
loneliness that is found only where 
godforsakenness reigns. In the midst of 
our large cities, in the greatest, most 
frantic activity of untold masses of 
people, we see the greatest amount of 
loneliness…”  

 
The holidays have a way of bringing 
about an array of emotions. And in fact, 
it seems to me that both Thanksgiving 
and Christmas often reveal a deeper 
longing within us, a longing for the 
divine, a longing to discover meaning in 
life and love that goes beyond 
ourselves. And, it is during the holiday 
season that we become more aware of 
our “seeking” as Bonhoeffer put it.  Sure 
some of us would rather take a nice long 
holiday nap and wake up January 1, 
2018, and, perhaps this is because 
somewhere along the way the season 
became hurtful rather than meaningful. 
And, under the hurt or the frenzy of the 
season, I believe we all seek to discover 
God in the manger.  

Bonhoeffer suggests that we are always 
seeking God, that at times, the frenzy of 
the season keeps us from discovering 
the richness of God’s presence in the 
season. This Christmas season (as is all 
of life) is to be full of meaning, and when 
we miss this, we begin to feel a sense of 
isolation or aloneness. We know our 
journey through the holiday season is to 
go beyond merely enjoying a large feast 

with family, or searching for the best 
looking Charlie Brown Christmas tree, or 
the ugliest Christmas sweater, or finding 
a way to make “the elf on the shelf” a 
Christmas tradition, all good things that 
many of us look forward to; and, we 
know that we are to experience more, 
precisely because we are created for 
more.  

When we miss this “more” we then find 
ourselves striving to just get through the 
season –almost passively, as if the 
season is happening to us. God speaks 
to us in our loneliness. Our loneliness or 
the empty feelings that may emerge are 
invitations to seek Him. 

And, when we seek Him. We will find 
Him. Just this week I found God in a 
conversation with a stranger, I 
discovered Him in an older man’s laugh, 
I encountered Him as I gazed upon 
some lovely art work, and I felt his grace 
as I ran with a friend. It seems to me, 
that to be made in the image of God, in 
part, means to seek the divine as 
Bonhoeffer wrote. Indeed, In the midst of 
the frantic activity of the Christmas 
season, of searching for gifts and of 
anticipating family gatherings, I am 
reminded of those beautiful words of 
Jesus prior to his physical departure 
from the earth; “I am with you…” (Matt. 
28:20). What we seek in all things big 
and small is none other than God 
Himself. He is our refuge. He fills the 
empty places, the hurtful spaces, the 
joyful moments, and gives meaning to 
our season.  



 

Thanks so much to those who 
came to my evening of worship in 
October 25th. I had an amazing 
crowd, including one of my 
professors from Liberty University 
who drove all the way from 
Wenachee Washington to come 
worship with us. He was very 
impressed by the whole evening, 
from the support of the 
congregation for me, and your 
warm fellowship to the content of 
the program...and that a 

Presbyterian church had such freedom in its praise and worship.  He had such a 
great experience that he recommended an 'A' to my main professor in Virginia; 
and that's gave me...without ever viewing the video! My heartfelt thanks and 
appreciation to Mark, Melody, Merrie, Jake, Rick and Traci for your hard work and 
dedication. And great job Gateway church family...for showing up and being such 
amazing friends and fellow worshipers. To God be the Glory!  Colleen  

With a grateful heart Mel and I would 

like to thank you our church family for 

the 20 years of prayers and support.  

Our son Nick will be retiring from the 

National Guard in January, we are 

looking forward to the close of this 

chapter in our lives.  You are 

appreciated!   

Mel and Sandy Mendez 

Gateway Church is looking 
for a Director of Children’s 

Ministries.  The job 
description and application is 

located on the  website: 

www.gatewaypc.org 

A reminder: take a look at the bulletin 
board (Need Help? Willing to Help?) 
located by the drinking fountain. 
People who need help have been 
listing their needs and several need 
assistance. If you are willing to assist, 
please contact the person directly.  

Thank you! 



 

 December 5th & 19th | 6:30pm | Middle 

School Youth Group 

 December 6th & 20th | 8am | High 

School Bible Study 

 December 13th & 27th | 6:30pm | High 

School Base Camp 

 December 10th | 12pm | Practice for 

Children’s Nativity Play 

 December 14th | 9am | Mom’s Group 

 December 17th | 10:30am | Children’s 

Nativity Play (during 2nd service) 

 December 17th | 5:30pm | Christmas 

Movie Night 

 December 24th | 10:30am | Combined 

Worship Service 

 December 24th | 7pm | Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service 

 December 25th | Merry Christmas | 

Church Office Closed 

 December 26th | Church Office Closed 

 December 31st | 3:30pm Youth Ministry 

Service Sunday 

The Dalles Worship Choir 

Christmas Concert Dates 

 

December 1st | 7:00pm at Gateway Church 

December 3rd | 5:30pm at Covenant Christian Church 

December 8th | 7:00pm at Calvary Baptist Church 

December 10th | 5:30pm at First Christian Church 

 

Directed by Shawn Lutz 

Free Admission 

Fellowship Following Concerts 

An offering will be taken to continue the support of this choir. 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

3  Communion 
9:30am Prayer for Service  

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Combined Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 
 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

5 9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 

 
4:30-8:30pm Ministry Team Mgt. 

6:30pm Middle School Youth      

            Group 

6   
8:00am High School Bible Study 
 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

7  6:30am Bible Study  
 

 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm TCBS & Capstone CBS 

7:00pm AA 

1 
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2 
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10 Moment For Outreach 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Middle School Sunday School 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

12pm Youth Ministry Leader Training 

12pm Practice for Children’s Nativity 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

12 9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 

  
 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

6:30pm High School Base Camp 

14  6:30am Bible Study  
9:00am Mom’s Group 

 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm TCBS & Capstone CBS 

7:00pm AA 

15 
 

 

 

16  

 

 

17 8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Middle School Sunday School 

10:30am Children’s Nativity Play 

 

5:30pm Christmas Movie Night 

5:30pm Washington Fellowship 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

19 9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Middle School Youth      

            Group 

6:30pm Worship 

7:00pm Deacons Meeting 

7:00pm Session 

20 
8:00am High School Bible Study 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

21  6:30am Bible Study  
 

 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm TCBS & Capstone CBS 

7:00pm AA 

22 23 

24 8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Middle School Sunday School 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 

7:00 CHRISTMAS EVE  

SERVICE 

25 Church Office Closed 
 

 CHRISTMAS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

26  Church Office Closed 
12:00pm AA 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

6:30pm High School Base Camp 

 

28  6:30am Bible Study  
 

 

 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm TCBS & Capstone CBS 

7:00pm AA 

29 30  

31 8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Middle School Sunday School 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 

3:00pm Worship Rehearsal 

3:30pm Youth Ministry Service Sunday 
6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

 

 

2017 

And the angel said to them, “Do nor be 

afraid; for behold, I bring you good 

news of a great joy which shall be for 

all the people; for today in the city of 

David there has been born for you a 

Savor, who is Christ the Lord.   

Luke 2:10-11 

 

For a child will be born to us, a son will 

be given to us; And the government 

will rest on His shoulders.  And His 

name will be called Wonderful Coun-

selor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, 

Prince of Peace.   

 Isaiah 7:6 


