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Growing Followers  

of Jesus who love God,       

love People and serve 

 the World 

 

Assistant Pastor  Jeff Cook 

        Interim 

Children’s Ministry     Sandy Mendez 

Youth Ministry  Caleb Wheeler 

Treasurer                            Paul Snedecor  

Church Secretary             Sheri Magill 

 

 

Sunday Worship:  9:00am & 10:30am 

Fellowship Times: 
8:30-9am &10:00-10:30am 

 

Community Groups throughout  

the week-childcare for  

Community Groups provided on 

Wednesdays: 6pm-8pm 
 

Office Hours ~ Mon-Thurs  9am-4pm 

Friday ~ 9am to 1pm 

          Gateway Church 

 1111 Dry Hollow Road 

The Dalles OR 97058 

Phone: 541-298-8531 

 Fax:   541-298-4298  

 

Sign-up online for your copy of      

The Open Gate Online!  

www.gatewaypc.org 

Or  

email: office@gatewaypc.org TAB 

T
A

B
 

TAB 

Growing Followers of Jesus, who Love God,  

Love People and Serve the World 

Open Gate 



 

 

Confirmation Class – Starts February 25th 

If you are 13 or 14 years old you’re invited to 

be part of the 2018 Confirmation Class. 

Starting February 25th, we will meet every 

Sunday for seven weeks to learn more about 

Jesus, the Bible, and what it means to trust 

God and live for Christ! The class is going to 

be a lot of fun and will encourage you to ask 

questions and grow in your faith. 

Please sign-up for the class by Sunday, 

February 18th by calling (503-442-6745) or 

emailing (caleb@gatewaypc.org) Caleb 

Wheeler. If you have any questions about 

the class, please get in touch with Caleb. 

Opportunity to Serve for High School 

Students 

The weekend of May 25-28th there is an 

opportunity to serve at the Washington 

Family Ranch on Work Crew. This is a great 

opportunity to serve alongside high school 

students from across Oregon and 

Washington as you help families from the 

Mt. Hood Region (northern Oregon and SW 

Washington) have the best weekend of their 

lives! There are lots of opportunities and 

ways to help including childcare, lifeguards, 

dining hall and kitchen staff. You will work 

hard and grow in your faith as you work 

alongside others who love Jesus and want to 

see others come to know Him. Contact 

Caleb for more information. Space is limited 

so sign up fast!  

 

Oh my goodness, oh my goodness, did you 

notice all the muscles our children’s 

department put on this last month?  Well, at 

least we put on some God muscles!  We 

learned it takes Commitment to grow our 

walk with Jesus.  Reading our Bibles, praying, 

talking to others about God and keeping 

friends who want to serve God as we do.  

Doing these things daily makes good habits 

we need to do the rest of our lives.  I Timothy 

4:8 

     Happy New Year!!! . . . Wait a minute. 

REWIND . . .  Let’s try that again.  Happy 

Valentines!!!  The month of February is all 

about rewind, because we think kindness 

deserves a replay.  Kindness is showing 

others they are valuable by how you treat 

them.  Our memory verse this month is from 

Luke 6:31. Do some of you remember what a 

VCR is or VCR tapes?  We invite you to come 

down to our large group room and relive 

some old memories.  Stop in any time and 

see all the happenings in our wing.  We have 

a fun wing!!!    

     Our Teacher Enlightenment was well 

attended and hand outs are available to any 

one who missed the class.  We talked about 

Safety, what’s going well now, what do we 

need, how do we improve, things coming up 

and we were done by 1:30 as promised.   

     There is a whole lot of cleaning up, 

organizing and getting things ready for the 

one God has called to be our Children’s 

Ministry Director.  It is exciting as we wait 

and see who God is bringing.  We feel like a 

new Mom preparing the way for our new 

arrival.      

  Thank you, to all of you who help this 

Children’s Department run so well.  Your 

tireless commitment week after week is really 

appreciated and I am so grateful to get to 

know you all more and more.  The love you 

pour into our church families is amazing to 

watch each week.   

     Remember to save the dates for VBS, June 

25th – 29th.  This year’s theme is Amped, 

stayed tuned for more details.   



 

“In His Steps…”  by Pastor Jeff 

Gateway Church 2018 and beyond… 

“A family of families: A safe place to 
grow in faith” 

Gateway family, as we journey toward our 
24-hour prayer event and toward our Annual 
Meeting which is to be held February 4th, we 
have the opportunity to pause and reflect on 
the richness of God’s blessing at Gateway 
church.  And, while many annual meeting 
tend to look back over the year, we are 
taking a different approach this year, we will 
look “inward” and “forward”.  

    Our 24-hour prayer event will be an 
opportunity to reflect on how we have been 
hurt and how we have hurt those we love, 
those we rub shoulders with in our church, 
and those we encounter within the greater 
community. This worship service will follow 
and be in response to our 24-hour prayer. 
Sunday February 4th will be a combined 
service at 10:30 and will facilitate a powerful 
experience of being honest about who we 
are as Gateway Church, how we have been 
hurt, how we have hurt others, and the 
powerful role of forgiveness within our 
church family.  

   It is through this intentional time of 
honesty, prayer, and forgiveness and a 
deep trust in Christ the Healer that we will 
then look to the glorious future that is before 
us. 

   We look “forward” to discovering more 
deeply our life in Christ. On an individual 
level, embracing an openness to Christ and 
Christ’s Spirit as he continues to transform 
how we think, speak, and act. On a 
corporate level, how we as a church go on 
being a learning community, and how we 
grow in depth of relation with each other and 
God. We are in a time in the life and history 
of our congregation in which we are learning 
to more deeply become a family of families 
in Christ.  

   As a church we will continue to grow in our 

ability to create space and opportunities to 
love God, love one another and serve the 
world in ways that are specific to Gateway 
and the Gorge community.  

•We celebrate and look forward to 
community groups that grow out of 
the unique life stages  

•We celebrate and look forward to 
formation classes that enhance 
spiritual development, relational 
growth, and healing in our 
community and world 

•We celebrate and look forward to 
creative worship services that 
celebrates the many ways that God 
has gifted us and worked within our 
individual stories 

•We celebrate and look forward to a 
facility that is inviting and warm to all 
who enter our doors 

•We celebrate and look forward to a 
church wide camping trip, baptisms 
at the river, and quarterly worship 
events 

•We celebrate and look forward to a 
dynamic children’s ministry that flows 
into a strong middle school and high 
school ministry where young people 
are growing in their faith, have a 
sense of belonging, and a place to 
invite their friends 

•We celebrate and look forward creating 
relationships with those of other 
cultures both regionally and globally 
and building upon these 
relationships as we move into 2018 
and beyond… 

   It is an honor to serve alongside each of 
you in this journey, a journey in which God 
is bringing all things in heaven and on earth 
together under Christ Jesus.    

Pastor Jeff  



 

 February 3-4  | 8am-8am | 24 Hour 

Prayer Event 

 February 4th | 10:30am | Combined 

Worship Service Followed by Annual 

Congregational Meeting 

 February 6th & 20th | 6:30pm | Middle 

School Youth Group 

 February 7th & 21st | 6:30pm High 

School Base Camp 

 February 14th & 28th | 8am | High School 

Bible Study 

 February 25th | 3:30pm | Youth Service 

Sunday 

Is it time for a Community Group? 
 

Awareness of yourself and your relationship with God are intricately related. 
It is within community that we learn to “shed our “old self” in order that we might live more 
authentically in our “new self”. 
  
The apostle Paul wrote, “to put off your old self… and to put on the new self, created to be like 
God in true righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:22, 24). 
 
Augustine asked, “How can you draw close to God when you are far from your own self?” 
  
John Calvin wrote in 1530, “Our wisdom… consists almost entirely of two parts: the knowledge 
of God and of ourselves. But as these are connected together by many ties, it is not easy to 
determine which of the two precedes and gives birth to the other.” 



 

“Creating a Legacy of Love” 

March 1 – March 29, 2018 

Thursday evenings from 6:30 – 8pm 

 

Marriage it like cultivating a garden regardless 

of how long you have been married, it takes 

constant work and attention. Marriages do 

not rest in a steady state of connection, they 

oscillate between connection, disconnection, 

and reconnection. Partners hurt each other, 

and after this disconnection comes repair – 

love means saying “you’re sorry a lot”.  Happy 

couples turn toward each other as allies, 

rather than from each other as strangers or 

enemies.  Begin to pray now about your 

possible participation in this class, and begin 

the conversation with your partner - as one of 

you may be more interested than the other, so 

allow time for the two of you to talk about 

this important 5-week commitment.  

 

~Save the Date~ 

Marriage Enrichment Class 

With Gratitude~ To the congregation, 
because of your generosity through tithing, Gateway was able to 

purchase coats, hats, gloves, shoes, undies and socks for the children at  

Chenowith Elementary.   

Thank you for your generous hearts!   

Deacons Grocery Bag Ministry 
During the 2017, the deacons grocery bag ministry handed out 115 

individual grocery bags to those in need of food. Thank you to the 

congregation for making this ministry work with your donations.  

For the first time in many years Gateway 

started the year with a full staff!  The 

Personnel Committee was looking forward to 

watching the staff grow as a team.  It was a 

relatively quiet year for the Committee until 

November, when things changed. 

   While we were sorry to see Pastor Tom and 

Dawn leave, Session and Personnel 

approached the vacancies as an opportunity.  

As you know, the Pastor Nominating 

Committee has been hard at work and making 

good progress.  The Transitional Pastor Search 

Committee led by Keith Seltzer and Jim 

Shwinoff began the search process in late 

November and they have made significant 

progress.  We also want to inform you Session 

approved compensating Pastor Jeff for his 

increased duties until the Transitional Senior 

Pastor position is filled. 

      In late November the Personnel 

Committee along with Marty Powell, Charlie 

Foote and Nancy Stroh began the process of 

filling the vacant Director of Children Ministry 

position.  We started by interviewing Dawn 

and several of her team members to get a 

sense of the important attributes the 

Committee should be looking for in the new 

Director.  The position description was 

reviewed, updated and approved by Session in 

December.  We have since conducted 

reference checks and interviewed our top 

candidates and we will be making a 

recommendation to Session in the coming 

weeks. 

     Thanks to Sandy Mendez who graciously 

stepped in as the interim Director of Children 

Ministry! 

    Continue to keep the PNC, Transitional 

Pastor Search Committee, the Director of 

Children’s Ministry and Session in your prayers 

as there will be important decisions in the 

coming months. 

Sincerely 

Personnel Committee 

 

(David Brewer, Stan Hinatsu, Valerie Kendrick, 

and Sandy Mendez) 

Personnel Committee 

 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 6:30am Bible Study  
 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm TCBS & Capstone CBS 

7:00pm AA 

2 

 

3  

 
8:00am 24 Hour 

Prayer Event 
 Begins 

 

4 Communion 
8:00am 24 Hour Prayer Event Ends 

8:30am Prayer for Service   

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Combined Worship Service 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 
12pm Annual Congregational  

Meeting 

 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

6 9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 
4:30-8:30pm Ministry Team Mgt. 

6:30pm Middle School Youth      

Group 

7  
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:30pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

6:30pm High School Base Camp 

8 6:30am Bible Study  
 

 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm TCBS & Capstone CBS 

7:00pm AA 

9 
 

 

 

10  

 

 

11 Moment For Outreach 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Middle School Sunday School 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 

 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

12 

 

 

 
 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

139:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 
 

 

 

 

 

7pm Worship Rehearsal 

14 8:00am High School Bible 

Study 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Ash Wednesday 

Service 

15 6:30am Bible Study  
 

 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm TCBS & Capstone CBS 

7:00pm AA 

16 17 

18 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Middle School Sunday School 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 

3pm Worship Rehearsal 

5:30pm Washington Fellowship 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

20 9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Middle School Youth      

            Group 

6:30pm Worship 

7:00pm Deacons Meeting 

7:00pm Session 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

6:30pm High School Base Camp 

22 6:30am Bible Study  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2:30pm ACTS 

5:00pm TOPS 

7:00pm TCBS & Capstone CBS 

7:00pm AA 

23 24  

25 
8:30am Prayer for Service   

9:00am Traditional Worship Service 

10-10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:30am Modern Worship Service 

10:30am Middle School Sunday School 

10:30am Sunday School For Children      

(3 months thru 5th Grade) 

 

3:30pm Youth Service Sunday 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Al-Anon 

27 9:30am Staff Mtg. 

12:00pm AA 

 

 

 
 

28 8:00am High School Bible 

Study 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00pm Community Groups 

6:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Men’s Bible Study 

 

2018 

 

The most important one, answered  

Jesus, “is this: ‘ Hear, O Israel, the Lord 

our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your minds and 

with all your strength.’ The second is 

this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  

There is no commandment greater than 

these.”    

Mark 12:29-31.. 

 

...so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith.  And I pray that you being 

rooted and established in love, may have 

power, together with all the saints, to 

grasp how wide and long and high and 

deep is the love of Christ, and to know 

this love that surpasses knowledge—that 

you may be filled to the measure of all 

the fullness of God.   

Ephesians 3:17, 18 

 

The only thing that counts is faith  

expressing itself through love.   

Galatians 5:6 


